
4 THE NEW suNday EXPREss
COIMBaTORE, 23 OCTOBER 2011

c

m

y

k

c

m

y

k

An Entrepreneur Who Stands Apart
Continues from Pg 01

Business Men, the 
Real Risk Takers

anand Palanisami and the other 
six directors of his firm consider 
themselves as the ‘seven pillars’ 
of the Business Group. They took 
up entrepreneurship with a great 
deal of pride. “We take great pride 
in running our companies. It is not 
those who take part in adventure 
sports who take the real risk. But 
the business men/women who 
put their money on the line,” say 
all the directors of the Group. The 
directors travel a lot together in 
pursuit of new business ventures. 
For us the world is our class room, 
they added. 

How Taxi Taxi Came About?
Like  every Coimbatorian, 

anand Palanisami too was 
shocked and upset over the twin 
murder of the seven-year-old R 
Hrithik and  R Muskan Jain by a 
call taxi driver in November 2010. 
He said that this made him think 
about the safety of call taxi pas-
sengers in Kovai. drivers should 
not be murderers or robbers, in-
stead they should be friends and 
protectors of passengers.

Palanisami then roped in a re-
tired army personnel, a Raja Ra-
man, to give physical training for 
his ‘Captains’. Everyday in the 
Taxi Taxi yard there are training 
sessions and classes on road safe-
ty. The drivers are also taught soft 
skills to deal with customers. Taxi 
Taxi the first GPRs controlled call 
taxi service in Tamil Nadu be-
came an instant hit in Kovai. Now, 
nearly 9,000 calls from customers 
in Kovai City daily fall on the Taxi 
Taxi server seeking their service. 
as many as 50 additional Taxi 
Taxi luxury cars will be hitting the  
Kovai roads in a few days from 
now, he informed.

‘We Are a Family’
Captains say that their Chair-

man takes special care for their 
welfare. If there is an urgent need 
for money their salaries are re-
leased in advance without any 
hitches. They are paid a good sal-
ary and enough incentives that 
everyone is satisfied. all the more, 
the drills and training sessions in 
Taxi Taxi is a new experience for 
these captains. They have very well 
adapted to the system, said  Raj 
Kumar who works as a captain. 
The training and discipline have 
borne fruit. a few days ago one of 
the captains returned to the pas-
senger a suitcase carrying lakhs 

of rupees which the passenger 
had left behind in the car. People 
are  willing to send their children 
alone with Taxi Taxi Captains, Ra-
man said. “We are getting good 
customer feedback and we have 
the trust of the public in Kovai”, a 
Raja Raman who handles the lo-
gistics of Taxi Taxi said. 

How the Group Functions?
Mr J adhavaraj one of the di-

rectors says that if Chairman dr 
anand Palanisami is the brain, his 
brother Mr P Kamal, is the fuel that 
runs the Group. “Most of the time 
the chairman himself conceives 
the business strategy and the di-
rectors given the responsibility of 
managing a company or two. Ka-
mal impeccably handles  the ac-
counts of the Group.  as someone 
who has started his  businesses 
at an age of 15 years, for anand, 
plans for starting a new business 
come naturally to him. He is 24 
hours thinking about it and gives 
us full freedom in doing our work, 
adhavaraj noted.

Dreaming Big for Success
about his future plans Pala-

nisami says that  he wishes to 

expand the businesses to other 
places as well. We really want to 
reach out to the people. about 10 
years down the line, I wish that 
the Group has businesses in dif-
ferent states across India.  I also 
wish that within the next 10 years 

our Group could give jobs to at 
least 5 lakh   people. If that goal is 
achieved there is no need for us to 
expand our business.  I hope that 
from there the Group will grow on 
its own, says its chairman. 

The Group Depends on 
Banks Loans

With privatisation and eco-
nomic liberalisation many banks 
have come up and they are giving 
loans to run different businesses. 
Things have changed in such a 
way that one could pay ̀ 1000, and 
get a bike on loan. availability of 
bank loans has helped us a lot in 
expanding our business, say the 
directors. and all of them thanked 
Indian Overseas Bank, Peelamedu 
branch for providing business 
loans for the Group.

The Group’s Social commit-
ments

Palanisami who shares concerns 
over environmental degradations 
has come up with several initia-
tives to find solution for environ-
mental problems.  He has planted 
15,000 saplings in and around the 
city and is taking care of saplings 
spending yearly thousands of ru-
pees on each plant. The Group also 
extends support to several eco - 
friendly activities. Other than that 
several crores of rupees have been 
given as contribution to construct 
Raja Gopuram at Maruthamali 
Temple in Coimbatore.

Mr. P. Kamal, 
Director
He is the fuel that 
runs the Group. 
Handles all the 
accounts of the 
Group. He is also 
Anand Palanisa-
mi’s brother

Dr. B. Thilak 
Kumar 

Director
He is a team  
man and a  
highly  
innovative  
entrepreneur

Mr. J. Adhavaraj 
Director 

An important 
member of the 
team who makes 
sure that they 
plan ahead of 
time

Mr. G. Arul 
Anand, 
Director 
Another team 
man who is an 
expert in  
marketing

Mr. P. Haresh, 
Director 
He is an expert  
in corporate 
affairs

Mr. R. Thankavelu, 
Director
He takes care of 
the day-to-day 
affairs of the 
Group. He is also 
a close associ-
ate of Anand 
Palanisami 

other members of AnAnd PAlAnisAmi’s teAm

We are getting 
good customer 
feedback and we 
have the trust of 
the public in Kovai
— A Raja Raman, 
Head of operations,  
Taxi Taxi

  A P Group of companies 
comprise Anand Palanisami 
Corporation,  a finance and 
investment company, Tool 
Tech, distributors of industrial 
cutting Tools, APC Papers and 
Boards (India) Private Limited, 
importers and distributors of 
all kinds of papers and boards, 
A P Travels and Tours (India) 
Private Limited, an ultra-mod-
ern luxury Taxi Services, popu-
larly know as Taxi Taxi, Tool 
Tech Manufacturing Private 
Limited, manufacturers of CNC 
basic tool holders, Trip Go Trip 
portal. Dr Anand Palanisami’s 
other businesses include Sakthi 
River Resorts, Pollachi and Sky-
bar and Sipriani Restaurants at 
Bangalore. There are also other 
business projects that hold his 
interest, viz., NBFC, logistics, 
hospitals, educational institu-
tions and FMCG.
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